Europe is a continent moving towards unification, including in Medicine. Open borders allow European citizens and health personnel to move freely. Similarly, knowledge moves even faster and unifies academic standards. In a united Europe, minimal standards are a must, and the former also applies to burn care. The EBA Burn Centre Verification Program allows to standardize the minimal requirements of care for patients and helps all participating members to develop and implement the guidelines or to work towards such standards with the help of the Association when and where necessary.
Burn Care should be considered a "central health science": it joins different health related disciplines in clinical practice, scientific research, and prevention. It trespasses the clinical scenario and reaches different backgrounds, from burn care in practice to materials science research and molecular biology. It is important to have platforms which allow researchers to address the broader community. Indeed, many of the most interesting and paradigm-shifting results come from research activities between established disciplines.
I firmly believe that the better we communicate between ourselves, inside and outside our disciplines, the better mankind can benefit from our research. I am proud and honoured to be Editor-in-Chief of this new journal dedicated to publishing ground-breaking results from the entire field of burn care. I will of course be delighted to see interdisciplinary research, but I will particularly welcome outstanding results from disciplines presented in a way that the wider health-related community can appreciate and assimilate them. All of us who work in burn care are one, but each of us must learn from the others. In this context, the training of future generations of practitioners and scientists is paramount, and submissions in the area of burn care education, burn centre organization, and provision of care will be highly appreciated. Similarly, we have to remember that our responsibility as health care workers is to treat other human beings with empathy and compassion in order to provide them with the strength to carry on and recover from illness. In this perspective, I would also welcome submissions on ethics, philosophy, and humanitarian aspects of burn care.
Finally, it is a great honour to be associated with a burn care journal that is predicated upon the principles of Open Access publication. The need for the results of public-funded research to be available to the whole of society is an imperative that I embrace and welcome, even though it is predicated upon changes in traditional publishing strategy and practice. I look forward to bringing the research excellence of burn care and research to a broader audience.
It goes without saying that all this was made possible by the enthusiastic support of past and present EBA executive committee members, Congress Care staff, and the support that the Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute (MDPI) provided to our organization.
As Editor-in-Chief I would like to encourage all interested scientists, clinicians, and practitioners related to Burn Care worldwide to submit their research to this exciting new journal. Together with our Associate Editors and the whole Editorial Board, I am looking forward to contributing to the inevitable success of the European Journal of Burn Care.
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